
       
 
 

 

- From the Clerk - 

For our first newsletter, it seems a bit of history is 

appropriate to remind us how New Hope Parish came to be.  

Two members of the Commission on Ministry and the 

Executive Presbyter of Heartland Presbytery were present 

at the November 2015 Session Meeting in Paola.  A 

discussion centered around the financial advantage of 

sharing a called pastor with other Miami County churches 

with vacant pulpits. 

The first meeting for creating a larger parish was held in 

Osawatomie in August of 2016 where a plan written by Rev. 

Craig Gibson was favorably discussed.  The outcome of 

numerous meetings that followed was session approval of a 

covenant agreement between all three churches to 

establish New Hope Parish. A Pastor Nominating 

Committee was formed in November of 2016.  The following 

year was busy with Rev. Gibson and Jim Trast providing 

guidance and the encouragement that someone would 

answer our call. It took some time, but they were right!  On 

May 13, 2018 the congregations of NHP met in Osawatomie 

to vote on the call of Rev. Paul Davidson.  July 15 Rev. Paul 

made the rounds to all three churches to lead services for 

the first time. 

In September 2018 Presbyterian Women began the 

Horizons Bible Study entitled God’s Promise: I Am with You.  

I will never leave you or forsake you.  Two promises from 

God.  Reflecting on our story of NHP, were there times of 

uncertainty and discouragement?  Of course.  But during our 

study, we learned of many times throughout the Old 

Testament, God reminded the people of his promise.  In the 

New Testament we learned Emmanuel or Jesus means God 

with us. Jesus assured the disciples that God would send 

the Holy Spirit to be with them and with us. 

In the words of our NHP short mission statement:  We are 

gathered in faith; sent to serve. Three churches, two 

promises, one God.  Glory to God, whose goodness shines 

on us!             Mary Ann Grimes 
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Upcoming Parish Events         
    

Date Time Loc        Event 
6/1 8:30 AM Pa Men's Breakfast 

 
    (Paola Price Chopper) 

6/4 7:00 PM Mi NHP Council Mtg 

6/5 7:00 PM Oz Osawatomie Session Mtg 

6/18 7:00 PM Pa Paola Session Mtg 

6/19 6:30 PM Pa NHP PW Bible Study 
 

      

7/6 8:30 AM Oz Men's Breakfast 

7/10 7:00 PM Oz Osawatomie Session Mtg 
 

      
 

      
 

      

 

5 Scott & Stacy Macom

7 Fred & Linda Koup

12 Floyd & Mary Ann Grimes

12 Ron & Barbara Hohenstein

13 Jan & Martha Bogart

25 Joann Ruggles

26 Noah Matney

28 Mike & Kim Matney

29 Jim & Dee Anne Mendel

30 Verla Thomas

      Birthdays & Anniversaries   
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Greetings Sisters and Brothers, 

As this Easter season draws to a close, we will soon reenter into what is referred to as Ordinary Time on 

the liturgical calendar. Ordinary Time encompasses that part of the Christian year that does not fall 

within the seasons of Advent, Christmas, Lent, or Easter. Ordinary time does not need to be "ordinary," 

and is not somehow a "break" from the Liturgical Year. As a matter of fact, the color for ordinary time 

is green to denote growth as we continue to reflect on the teachings, life, death and resurrection of 

Jesus and continue to grow in our relationships with the Holy Trinity and with our sisters and 

brothers.  

Growth, be it spiritual growth or physical growth, is change. If we truly believe, that in Jesus, we 

have eternal life and yes, there are some people out there who do not pay taxes, so the old saying 

that the only constants in life are death and taxes doesn’t hold true as much as the two constants 

being change and God. Think about the change that the disciples went through that Pentecost 

morning some two-thousand years ago. Of course, their change didn’t start then, it started when 

they began to truly follow Jesus. But regardless of when the change first occurred, there is no 

question that it did indeed occur. 

The first disciples were not without their anxiety regarding the changes they were experiencing. They 

had gone from being students of Jesus, to being the ones charged with carrying forth God’s 

message of love, grace and mercy that is meant for all of God’s creation. But as we read in John 14, 

“He will remind you of all the things I have told you. I’m leaving you well and whole. That’s my 

parting gift to you. Peace. I don’t leave you the way you’re used to being left—feeling abandoned, 

bereft. So don’t be upset. Don’t be distraught.” (MSG) And just as Jesus didn’t leave the disciples 

without the tools, resources and skills they needed to carry forth God’s message to God’s creation, 

we too are given the same tools, resources and skills to carry forth God’s message to God’s 

creation. At the core of these tools, resources and skills is the gift of the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy 

Spirit that also helps us to meet the challenges of each day, regardless of how big or small those 

challenges might be. Of these challenges, change seems to always be present.  

A pastor once told me that, “Change isn’t so bad, it’s the transition that’ll get you every time.” 

Change is neither good nor bad, it is simply change. How we respond to the change determines 

whether not it is good or bad. When we look to the Holy Trinity for wisdom and guidance and, with a 

Christ centered heart, mind and spirit, follow God’s still speaking voice, we can make the best out of 

whatever changes or transitions life presents us.  

Our Parish family has seen many changes, both before becoming a Parish and since. The changes 

are not done. They will continue, and with the help of the Holy Trinity, we will be able to make the 

best of each change. And just because it is “Ordinary Time” doesn’t mean nothing special is going 

on. Let God continue to work through us, changing us, molding us and using us to make God’s 

creation a better place for all, throughout time, Ordinary or otherwise. 

As always, if you’d like a visit from me or a call, please let me 

know. The same goes for any ideas that you have for our 

church family.  

I look forward to God’s continued changes for us as we 

continue to grow as individuals, church families and the 

parish family. Changing to be more and more like God wants 

and needs us to be.  

Blessings and peace,  
Pastor Paul 
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Sermon June 2 - "Paroled" June 9 - "Spirit" June 16 - "Sanctuary"

Series - June 23 - "Family" June 30 - "Whose Your Guide?"

Message from Pastor Paul 
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the Lectionary 

June 2 June 23 

Acts 16:16–34 1 Kings 19:1–4 [5–7] 8–15a 

Psalm 97 Psalm 22:19-28 

Revelation 22:12–14,  Galatians 3:23–29  

     16–17, 20–21 Luke 8:26–39 

John 17:20–26  
  

June 9 June 30 

Acts 2:1–21 2 Kings 2:1–2, 6–14 1  

Psalm 104:24–34, 35b Psalm 16 

Romans 8:14–17  Galatians 5:1, 13–25  

John 14:8–17 [25–27] Luke 9:51–62 
  

June 16  

Proverbs 8:1–4, 22–31  
Psalm 8  
Romans 5:1–5  
John 16:12–15   

  

  

  

  

  

Parish Joys 
Congratulations All graduates of MiCo Schools   

  

  

Parish Concerns 
Harold Barnett (Chemotherapy) 

Nick Cooper Friend of Pastor Paul 

Mike Cox Diana Cox's husband /  
Angie Pennock's stepfather 

Charles Crum (for healing) 

Margaret 
Davidson 

(Hospice) 

Emily Denney (Cancer)  
Bonnie Dumpert's Father 

Joe Fickel (for healing) 

Ann Funk (Nursing Home) 

L.A.M.P Linwood Area Ministry Place 

Billy Patterson (for healing) 

Gerald Smith Hazel Davidson's brother  
(Tongue Cancer) 

Ward Family 
 

Paula Weir (for healing) 

Erin Weir (Cancer) 

Suzie Wilcox (ALS) 

Military Service All Past and Present 
 

  

  

  

  

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

 
We enter this world helpless to survive without the love and 
care of others.  Many of us have to leave the same way. 
 
The Paola Association for Church Action (PACA) sponsors 
church visits to our Paola Care facilities each Sunday.  FPC 
Paola takes one Sunday each month.  On May 5th our group 
went to Northpoint and Medicalodge.  In June it will be 
Country Club and Vintage Park.  These visits are a wonderful 
ministry for our church in the local community. 
 
The people who attend the gathering at the facilities really 
come to life when they see us.  Even those who struggle with 
reading the songbook lyrics seem able to easily sing along to 
the old familiar hymns.  Many are smiling happily as we sing.  
At Northpoint, we always start with a request for “He Touched 
Me”.  We always end our visits with “God Be With You (Till 
We Meet Again)”.  I’m sure we have brightened the day for 
these folks. 
 
I wonder about the rest of their week.  I wonder more about 
the weeks for the other residents who may not be able to 
attend or don’t have God in their lives.  But - as I head for 
home, I can smile knowing our songs, prayers and readings 
have helped reconnect the people who met with us with their 
God . . . just like our church service earlier in the day has 

done for us.  Mike Barnett 

 

Parish Youth Group Planning Meeting 
 
If you’d like to see Youth returning to our 
Parish churches, please come share your 
thoughts and ideas, or just come listen as we 
brainstorm (and eat pizza). It doesn’t matter if 
you’re young or old wanting to help or just to 
cheerlead, please come support however God 
calls you to serve. 
  
We are meeting Saturday, June 8 at 11:30AM 
at the Osawatomie Pizza Hut, at 169 Main 
Street. Pizza’s on me! 
  
Please email Pastor Paul 
at pastor@nhparish.org, if you can make it or 
if you can’t make it but would like to still help 
in anyway. 
  
Look forward to seeing you there! 
  
Blessings and peace, 
Pastor Paul 
 

mailto:pastor@nhparish.org


2019

sun mon tue wed thu fri sat

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

8:30 - Men's Prayer 

Breakfast - Paola 

Price Chopper

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

7:00P - NHP Council 

Mtg - Oz

7:00P - Osawatomie 

Session Mtg - Oz

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

7:00P - Paola 

Session Mtg - Pa

6:30P - NHP PW 

Bible Study - Pa

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 1 2 3 4 5 6

june
 
Place 
Stamp 
Here 

 
Address Label Here 

 

 


