
       
 
 

 

- From the Clerk - 

Two Miamis – Church and Cemetery – 
 Miami Church and the cemetery behind it have 
coexisted for many decades.  They are only connected by 
location and a common original benefactor that donated the 
land to both.  That man was Andrew Jackson McNelly. 

Shortly after the Civil War, the Middle Creek Township 
was settled and had become a community.  Upton was an 
encampment just north of the church site with a post office 
operated by Mr. Taylor.  In 1868 a Mr. McNelly deeded an acre 
of land to be used as a school.  In 1869 an adjacent acre to the 
west was added separately for a cemetery. 

The school was built and used but later moved to 
another location.  The old school building was moved to the 
Elliott farm next door and used as a granary for many years. 
The school land went back to Mr. McNelly and somehow 
transferred to Miami Church for a new building around 1890. 
 
Miami Presbyterian Church History – 

The Fourth Presbyterian Church of Miami County 
(later Miami Presbyterian Church) was formed Oct. 1887.  The 
Rev. A.N. Mann was moderator of the meeting and the first 
pastor.  In Dec.1888, the elders formed a board of trustees and 
it approved the building of a church.  In 1894 the present 
building was erected on the acre that had once contained a 
school. 

The church was given the deed to the farm adjoining 
it to the north in 1908 by John Elliott for the church to use as 
long as it remains open.  If it ever closes, the land will revert 
back to the Elliott family. 

The church added an attached fellowship hall in 1960.  
Steel siding was added in the mid-1980s.  The bell tower was 
later removed and the bell moved to a stand in front of the 
church. 

A 100-year celebration was held Nov. 1, 1987 with all 
the surrounding communities invited.  Sharing of photos, 
memorabilia and reminiscing followed the service.  (No mention 
of food in the newspaper article . . . Hmmm?)  At this time the 
membership was listed as 18.  Most of these were descendants 
of original area settlers and were retired or semi-retired.  One 
Sunday each month included a community fellowship dinner. 

Miami Church has been a part of a parish in the past.  
In 1974 the church joined with Osawatomie, Rantoul and Spring 
Ridge Bethel Church (Stanton twp.) in forming the Marais des 
Cygnes  (Continued below) 
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Upcoming Parish Events         
    

Date Time Loc        Event 
8/3 8:30 AM Pa Men's Breakfast 

 
    (Paola Price Chopper) 

8/6 7:00 PM Mi NHP Council Mtg 

8/7 7:00 PM Oz Osawatomie Session Mtg 

8/17 9:00 AM VP PW Horizons Bible Study 
 

    (Village Presbyterian) 

8/20 7:00 PM Pa Paola Session Mtg 
 

      
 

      

9/7 8:30 AM Pa Men's Breakfast 

9/4 7:00 PM Oz Osawatomie Session Mtg 

9/17 7:00 PM Pa Paola Session Mtg 

 

      Birthdays & Anniversaries    

10 Greta Achey 

24 Trisha Stevenson 

25 Kim Matney 

27 David & Doris Ware 

28 John & Lisa Farley 

28 Madison Macom 

30 Nancy Oliver 

30 Colleen Ewan 
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Hello and Happy August, 
 
Hoping and praying that everyone has been able to enjoy the summer. We had a wonderful Parish 
worship service at Miami Presbyterian. Thank you to all who were able to attend to help make it such an 
enjoyable event celebrating and worshiping God and fellowshipping with our Parish sisters and brothers. 
These events have been wonderful to be a part of and I look forward to more Parish wide events in the 
future.  
As August begins, I’m sure you’ve noticed the back-to-school sales starting and probably a few kids 
(and maybe some educators) frowning a tad bit more at the prospect of returning to school. When 
looking at the Presbyterian Planning Calendar, many days are devoted to remembering and celebrating 
the youth and education. August 11is College and Young Adult Sunday, August 18 is Youth in the 
Church and World Sunday, and August 25 is not only Public Education Sunday it’s also Young Adult 
Volunteer Commissioning Sunday. And yes, we need to always remember to celebrate our youth. They 
are not only the hope for the future, they are our future. It is often so easy to get wrapped up in the 
concerns of the moment and applying quick fixes that we forget to think about the repercussions of how 
we respond to the challenges of today can affect the challenges that our youth will face in the future. As 
the Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Timothy 6:18-20 “Tell them to do good, to be rich in the good things they do, 
to be generous, and to share with others. When they do these things, they will save a treasure for 
themselves that is a good foundation for the future. That way they can take hold of what is truly life. 
Timothy, protect what has been given to you in trust. Avoid godless and pointless discussions and the 
contradictory claims of so-called “knowledge.”” (CEB) We must leave a good foundation for our youth.  
I’m reminded of what we were always told in Boy Scouts when preparing to leave a campsite, “Leave it 
in better shape than you found it.” That must not only be said for the environment, but also for our 
church families. In the Pentecost offering video, a girl shared some very wise words, “Stay alive so we 
can be the future of the church.” This is why, even though change is often difficult, we must, for the sake 
of the church, and the future church, be ready to put aside our fears about change, especially if the fear 
of change is threatening the future of the church. Remember, the only thing that needs to remain the 
same is the one thing that will always remain the same, God. This is why the New Hope Parish is such 
an awesome gift from God; it allows three churches to come together with their God given gifts to 
explore ways to better reach out into God’s creation and share the Gospel, God’s Good News in ways 
that we may never have before considered. One of the many reasons I felt called to ministry is because 
I love to share the Gospel. I am excited to see God shine in someone’s eyes when they realize God’s 
agape. That’s the important thing isn’t it? When someone hears God’s call in their hearts, we must make 
sure that we are willing and able to answer God’s call in a way that helps the call to be best heard. The 
church looks much different now than it did five hundred years ago, let alone fifty years ago. And, if we 
expect the “church” of the future to look the same as it does today, and if we work toward that goal, we 
will be in for a big surprise. Think of it this way, God’s hand is on the tiller of our lives ready to steer us in 
the direction we need to go. The tiller only works if we are moving forward.  
If you’ve not received a call of visit from me and would like one, please let me know. Also, if you have 
any ideas on how we can better serve the New Hope Parish community, please let me know. 
Regardless of what the future looks like, if we allow God to keep steering, I know that future will be a 
good one.  
-Blessings and Peace, Pastor Paul 
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Sermon Aug 4 - "The Power of Prayer" Aug 11 - "Vigilant"

Series - Aug 18 - "Changes" Aug 25 - "True Sabbath"

Message from Pastor Paul 
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the Lectionary 

August 4 August 18 

Psalm 107:1-9,43 Psalm 82 

Luke 12:13-27 Luke 12:49–56 
  
August 11 August 25 

Psalm 33:12-22 Isaiah 58:9b-14 

Luke 12:32–40 Luke 13:10–17 
  
  

 
 

 
  

  

  

  

  

Parish Joys   

  

  

  

Parish Concerns 
Mark Baker (Healing and Discernment) 

Harold Barnett (Chemotherapy) 

Nick Cooper (Cancer) Friend of Pastor Paul 

Mike Cox (Chemo) Diana Cox / Angie Pennock 

Sharon Davey (Health Issues) 

Margaret Davidson (Hospice) 

Emily Denney (Cancer)  
Bonnie Dumpert's Father 

Venie Elliott 
 

Joe Fickel (for healing) 

Glenn Fox Family (Passed Away) 

Ann Funk (Nursing Home) 

Evelyn Gabbert (Rehab center in Olathe) 

Pat Griffin (North Point) 

Jack Lloyd & 
Daughter 

(Healing) 

Billy Patterson (for healing) 

Linda Prothe (Pinched Nerve) 

Marsha Radkovic (Cancer) Sister of Pat Barnett  

Elizabeth Redd (Olathe Hospital - Cellulitis) 

Joann Ruggles (Fractured Knee) 

Gerald Smith (Cancer) Hazel Davidson's brother 

Ward Family 
 

Erin Weir (Cancer) 

Paula Weir (for healing) 

Fern Whitney Family (Passed Away) 

Suzie Wilcox (ALS) 

Mark Young (Cancer) LuAnne Debrick's grandson 

Military Service All Past and Present 
 

  

  

  

  

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Remembering Lyla 

The First Presbyterian Church of Paola lost one of its most 
active members with the passing of Lyla Tracy. Lyla was 
such a committed worker and dedicated coordinator of the 
women’s Thrift Shop. She always kept it well-stocked with 
necessary supplies, planned the dates for annual sales 
events, and knew very well the inventory in both rooms, as 
well as the boxed items stored for future holidays and 
seasons. 

She trained “newbies” like me, and occasionally reminded 
all the workers of the routines we were to follow: 

 “Button the top button when you hang a shirt.” 

 “Zip the zippers.” 

 “Check all the pockets.” 

Then would come the comment that explained why we 
follow these routines, “You might find out why we got it!” It 
always made us smile in agreement, because we’ve all had 
a garment with the top button missing, a pair of jeans or 
pants or jacket with a broken zipper, and even some money 
in a pocket! 

She was a driving force behind the Thrift Shop operations. 
She gave so many hours of her time each week – even 
sorting through some small items at home occasionally. 
She also often encouraged the officers to give away more 
of our profits when the checking account still had thousands 
of dollars beyond our pledges, and the church and PACA 
were often the first beneficiaries. 

Lyla was a “good and faithful servant” and she will be 
greatly missed! 

Pat Barnett 

 

Presbyterian Larger Parish.  Rev. Alan B. Smith was 
pastor and Mr. Bruce Ozias was the assistant to the Pastor serving 
the Rantoul and Spring Ridge churches. The parish joined together 
during special times like Holy Week and Vacation Bible School.  
Later the Rev. Ralph Adamson was church and parish pastor 
starting in 1985.  I found no record of the dissolution of this parish. 
 
Miami (McNelly) Cemetery History – 
 The one-acre cemetery is located behind the present 
Miami Church.  The layout is two sections – north and south.  Each 
section has lettered rows starting at the back line.  Each row 
contains numbered lots beginning at the south end of each section. 

The first grave in the cemetery is that of William Knepp in 
1869.  During the next few years many children’s graves are found 
suggesting a disease epidemic(s).  Mr McNelly is buried in section 
N, Row S, Lot 2 having passed away in 1876 of pneumonia (age 
45).  His wife Catherine passed away in 1923 and is buried in the 
adjoining Lot 3.  Mr. John Elliott is also buried there. 
 
(The reference articles for this newsletter item will be posted on the 
New Hope Parish website nhparish.org.) 

 

Pat Fox & Mike Barnett 
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