
Greetings Sisters and Brothers, 

He is risen! He is risen indeed! Happy Easter and happy Spring. It is my hope and prayer that this new season is finding 

you well.  

Just as Spring brings longer days, leaves returning to the trees, flowers blooming, baby birds and other births throughout 

nature, so too do we celebrate new life in the empty tomb and our risen Christ. As we remember Jesus’ sacrifice for us in 

his death on the cross, we must not forget about the empty tomb of Easter morning and that Jesus’ sacrifice didn’t end 

in death, but in resurrection and redemption. As the Apostle Paul reminds us in Ephesians 2:4-5, “But God is so rich in 

mercy, and he loved us so much, that even though we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised 

Christ from the dead.” (NLT) 

As we face our day-to-day trials and tribulations, we must do our best to remember that we are never alone, and that, 

although the world may not give us peace, Jesus can bring us peace through our relationship with him. And not only 

through him, but through the support of each of our sisters and brothers in faith. Remember that old children’s message 

where one stick is easily broken, but a large number of sticks together is a lot more difficult to break. In our relationship 

with Jesus we become part of a much bigger family as Galatians 3:26-29 reminds us, “You are all God’s children through 

faith in Christ Jesus. All of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew 

nor Greek; there is neither slave nor free; nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. Now if you 

belong to Christ, then indeed you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to the promise.” (CEB) 

As we move through the Easter season and further into Spring don’t forget about the empty tomb and the new hope 

and life that it makes available to all who believe and have faith in their faith. Remember the empty tomb when we 

remember our name, New Hope Parish. The “New Hope” is not just any hope. It is the hope that is found in the empty 

tomb and in our risen Christ. It is the hope that because of our relationship with the Holy Trinity and with each other, 

although we may still have some bumps, bruises and scars from our trials and tribulations, we will persevere. 

Sisters and brothers, talking about persevering, I know our numbers aren’t always the best and that can be discouraging 

in and of itself; however, maintain the new hope. Together we can hear God’s still speaking voice and find ways to 

better minster to our communities and to share with them the wonderful work that the Holy Spirit is doing throughout 

New Hope Parish. If you hear God’s voice with an idea of how any of the 

three parish churches can better answer God’s call, please let me or one 

our session members know.  

Also, if you’d like a visit from me, I normally do them on Friday, please let 

me know. 

He is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!  

Blessings and peace, 

Pastor Paul 


